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DEDICATION

 
 This book is dedicated to the entire membership, both past and 
present, of the Oakland-Mapleville Fire Department. Without the un-
selfi sh devotion of these men and women, the Oakland-Mapleville Fire 
Department would never have become the modern, well-trained and 
active fi re company that it is today. There isn’t a member who hasn’t 
seen one of his fellow fi remen give of his time, talents and even money 
to keep the equipment running and the building in repair. It also takes 
knowledgeable men to pass along the instruction and training that is 
necessary to have one of the most modern and up-to-date volunteer fi re 
departments in existence today. To these men, the volunteer fi remen of 
the Oakland-Mapleville Fire Department, this book is dedicated. 
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A FIREFIGHTERS PRAYER

 When I am called to duty, God
 Wherever fl ames may rage, 
 Give me strength to save some life
 Whatever be its age. 
 Help me embrace a little child
 Before it is too late
 Or save an older person from
 The horror of that fate.
 Enable me to be alert and hear the weakest shout
 And quickly and effi ciently
 To put the fi re out. 
 I want to fi ll my calling and 
 To give the best in me, 
 To guard my every neighbor and 
 Protect his property. 
 And if according to my fate
 I am to lose my life, 
 Please bless with your protecting hand
 My children and my wife. 



   75
ANNIVERSARY

OAKLAND-MAPLEVILLE
FIRE DEPARTMENT

TH
1934 2009



1934   75th Anniversary    2009

PREFACE
 
 The contents of this book represent many hours, many days, and many weeks 
of research and organization of information. It has been an enjoyable experience 
because of the many new bits of history gathered and reproduced in this book. 
 
 The reason for the production of this book was so that all of our members 
and others who are interested could have a book that, in the years to come, would 
remind them of the past and would refl ect memories of many fellow fi refi ghters with 
whom they shared those years. 
 
 We know that this book will be referred to many times in the years to come 
and hope that it will continue to bring fond memories to those who use it. 
 
 We have attempted to put the contents of this book in the correct sequence of 
events and can only hope that you are as proud of the book as we are. 
 
 Finally, we wish to thank all those who have allowed us to use their personal 
collections of fi re company history; their reward will be that now everyone can 
enjoy the photos, news clippings and history that may have otherwise been lost in 
time. 

1984 Historical Committee
Michael J. Cosetta

Edward J. Bertholic
David F. Gamache

2009 Historical Committee
Joseph Bertholic

Edward J. Bertholic
Michael J. Cosetta

Warren Steere
Troy Phillips
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OAKLAND-MAPLEVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT
ORGANIZED MARCH 4, 1934

CHARTER MEMBERS

ENGINEER
Edmond St. Pierre

LADDERMEN
Joseph Danault

Charles Goodrow
John Williams
Russell Wilcox
Henry Gendron

Abraham Letondresse
Arthur K. St. Pierre

TRUCK DRIVERS
Frank Cavanaugh

John Maher
Edward Lavallee

C.O. Remington, Jr.
Arthur St. Pierre

CHIEF
Adelbert Reynolds

DEPUTY CHIEFS
John Aylward

Peter Trinque, Jr.

CAPTAIN
Howard Quigley

1ST LIEUTENANT
Chester Reynolds

2ND LIEUTENANT
Ernest Gaucher

COMMISSIONERS
John Aylward

Adelbert Reynolds
Peter Trinque, Jr.

HYDRANTMEN
Fredric Baldwin
Harold Smith

ASST. ENGINEER
Eugene Trinque

WRENCHMEN
Byron McKinnon
Joseph Lavallee

George Miller
Archie Messier

Leo Lee
Napoleon Lataille
Aram Dextraze

NOZZLEMEN
Raymond Balcom

Ralph Caswell
Joseph Guilbeault

Joseph Latondresse
John Viherck, Jr.

John Polacek
Jack Mandeville

HONORARY MEMBERS
James Mead

Arthur Ingraham, Jr.
Alfred Davies
Peter J. Friery

Donat Guilbeault
Howard Smith

Orville Ripley
Lewis Rhodes

Theodore Tessier
John Lloyd

C.O. Remington, Sr.



1937 LADDER TRUCK
Ed Lavallee, Driver

Left to Right: Driver Ed Lavallee, John Maher,
Chief Adelbert Reynolds

Left to Right: Driver Ed Lavallee, John Maher,
Chief Adelbert Reynolds

1934 AHRENS-FOX

1952, Deputy Chief Harold Smith presenting watch to retiring Chief Adelbert Reynolds.
Looking on is Chet Reynolds
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1945 

1946



1946

1944

1946



1954 Left to Right: Leroy Smith, Oscar Trinque Jr., Unknown, Richard King, 
Unknown, Alvin Davis, Archie Messier Chief Engineer, Unknown.

1954 1st Row Left to Right: Leroy Smith, Raymond Trinque, Paul Carriere, 
Oscar Trinque Jr., 2nd Row L-R Ray Houle, Richard King, Arnold Smith, 
Matt Misiaszek



Circa 1950
Archie Messier, Chief Engineer

Circa 1960
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OAKLAND-MAPLEVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT

     1934 FIRE CHIEFS 2009

ADELBERT J. REYNOLDS
1934 - 1952

CHESTER REYNOLDS
1952 - 1955

JOHN J. AYLWARD
1955 - 1963

HAROLD W. POTTER
1963 - 1968

RAYMOND P. BALCOM
1968 - 1974

EDWARD J. BERTHOLIC
1974 - 1981

MICHAEL J. COSETTA
1981 - 1985 

EDWARD J. BERTHOLIC
1985 - 2006

JOSEPH E. BERTHOLIC
2006 - PRESENT
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OAKLAND-MAPLEVILLE FIRE DEPT. PAST OFFICERS

YEAR
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984

PRESIDENT
Chester Reynolds
Chester Reynolds
Chester Reynolds
John Maher
Fred Baldwin
Fred Baldwin
C.O. Remington, Jr. 
C.O. Remington, Jr. 
C.O. Remington, Jr. 
C.O. Remington, Jr. 
C.O. Remington, Jr. 
C.O. Remington, Jr. 
Albert Langlois
Albert Langlois
Chester Reynolds
Chester Reynolds
Bill Quigley
Harold Potter
Harold Potter
Lucien Lapierre
Lucien Lapierre
Ed Kulick
Ed Kulick
Al Lapierre
Al Lapierre
Al Lapierre
Ernest Stevens
Ernest Stevens
Bob Sutherland
Tony D’Angelo
Albert Vanasse
Ray Balcom
Ed Bertholic
Maynard Ames
Paul Carriere
Steve Fitts
Ted Hebert, Sr. 
Paul Cosetta
Mike Cosetta
Normand Berthieume
George Mathewson
Arthur Pichette
Gerald Langlois
George Barber
Joe Misunas
Paul Cahill
Larry Henault
Gene Hebert
B. Latondresse
Emile Jacquart
Joe Bertholic

VICE PRESIDENT
Howard Quigley
Howard Quigley
Howard Quigley
Fred Baldwin
Russell Wilcox
Russell Wilcox
Albert Langlois
Albert Langlois
Albert Langlois
Albert Langlois
Albert Langlois
Albert Langlois
Jack Mandeville
Jack Mandeville
Bill Quigley
Bill Quigley
Harold Potter

Ed Kulick
Ed Kulick
Ernest Stevens
Ernest Stevens
Ernest Stevens
Ernest Stevens
Ernest Stevens
Tony D’ Angelo
Tony D’ Angelo
Tony D’ Angelo
Robert Trinque
Ray Balcom
Ed Bertholic
Maynard Ames
Paul Carrierre
Steve Fitts
Ted Hebert, Sr.
Paul Cosetta
Mike Cosetta
Normand Berthieume
George Mathewson
Arthur Pichette
Jerry Langlois
Joe Misunas
Gene Hebert
Paul Cahill 
Tony Micucci
Gene Hebert
B. Latondresse
Paul Paquette
Joe Bertholic
Warren Steere

SECRETARY
A. Messier
A. Messier
A. Messier
A. Messier
R. Caswell
A. Messier
A. Messier
R. Caswell
A. Messier
A. Messier
A. Messier
L. Lee
A. Messier
R. Lapierre
L. Lee
R. Lapierre
R. Lapierre
R. Lapierre
L. Lee
L. Lee
H. Potter
E. Trinque
R. Boucher
J. Randall
R. Lepine
R. Lepine
G. Pichette
G. Pichette
R. Walker
G. Pichette
E. Stevens
G. Pichette
R. Polacek
G. Pichette
G. Pichette
A. Pichette
A. Pichette
R. Lapierre
L. Champeau
D. Mulligan
R. Davis
R. Davis
D. Gamache
B. Latondresse
J. Machacz
J. Machacz
D. Gamache
D. Gamache
D. Gamache
D. Gamache
D. Nobles

TREASURER
R. Caswell
R. Caswell
R. Caswell
R. Caswell
A. Messier
R. Caswell
R. Caswell
A. Messier
R. Caswell
R. Caswell
L. Lee
A. Messier
L. Lee
L. Lee
R. Lapierre
L. Lee
L. Lee
L. Lee
R. Lapierre
E. Trinque
E. Trinque
A. Lapierre
A. Lapierre
J. Pomfret
J. Pomfret
J. Pomfret
J. Pomfret
J. Pomfret
J. Pomfret
J. Pomfret
G. Pichette
T. D’ Angelo
T. D’ Angelo
T. D’ Angelo
T. D’ Angelo
T. D’ Angelo
T. D’ Angelo
T. D’ Angelo
T. D’ Angelo
W. Ramsey
T. D’ Angelo
R. Lapierre
R. Lapierre
T. Micucci
R. Lapierre
R. Lapierre
R. Lapierre
R. Lapierre
R. Lapierre
B. Latondresse
B. Latondresse
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A Gathering Of Forest Fire Wardens - 1953
Seated Left To Right: Auren E. Jenks, Wallum Lake; Jack Mandeville, Oakland-Mapleville; Chief For-
est Fire Warden Harold “Smokey” Potter; Chuck Wilcox, Pascoag; Standing: Joe Menard, Harrisville;
Patrolman Fred Smith, Burrillville Police Dept.; Buster Fafard, Nasonville; Jim Maher, Glendale.

Forest Fire Chief Harold W. Potter accepting keys to new 1951 Studebaker Forest Fire Truck from 
Chuck Wilcox.
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OAKLAND-MAPLEVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT

BITS & PIECES FROM YESTERYEARS
April 6, 1936: A motion made and seconded that 
we purchase a 2 door Plymouth sedan to be given 
away at our Carnival. So voted.
September 14, 1936: Chief Reynolds speaking for 
the commissioners spoke about the purchase of a 
truck to be rebuilt into a pump and ladder truck.
January 4, 1937: Capt. Harold Smith stated that 
the ladder truck leaves the station fi rst to be fol-
lowed by the pumper in the district; for out of town 
calls the pumper answers the call with a crew of 8 
to 10 men. 
January 28, 1940: 23 members answered the call 
to participate in a minstrel.
April 6, 1942: A motion was made and was sec-
onded that we send each member of this dept. that 
is in the services a sum of $5.00 each. 
August 3, 1942: Chief Reynolds advised an air 
raid test will be held in the near future. 
June 4, 1945: MM&S to have a clam bake on July 
1, 1945. MM&S to dig clams on June 29th. 
July 1, 1945: Jack Aylward reported that the clam 
bake was a success. 
January 6, 1947: MM&S to install a monument to 
World War II Veterans. It was purchased May 30, 
1950 for the sum of $465. and it weighed 150 lbs. 
May 5, 1947: Oakland-Mapleville fi remen took 
second place in the Northern Rhode Island Fire 
League Bowling League. 
February 22, 1948. Responded to St. Joseph’s 
Fire. 
June, 1947: Took delivery on the Dodge. 
March 7, 1949: The Fox and the Dodge were 
weighed. The Fox came in at 12,450 lbs. and the 
Dodge weighed 22,880 lbs. 
July 10, 1950: Paid $25. for diving board at Gill-
ron’s Pond. 
October 2, 1950: MM&S to look into purchase of 
some type of mask for fi refi ghting. 
December 4, 1950: Purchase 2 Scott Air Packs for 
a total of $427.12.
August 12, 1951: Leo Lee was appointed to buy a 
brief case a year ago. He fi nally bought one. 
December 3, 1951: MM&S that Steve Viherck 
bring 2 samples of chairs for the station. 
February 6, 1950: MM&S that Patrolman Robert 
Rivet be  given a key to the station. 

February 4, 1952: Purchase red chairs from Steve 
Viherk Upholstery for $700., 11 Chairs at $29.75 
each. 
April 7, 1952: MM&S that the fi re company pay 10 
cents a mile for one car that takes the men down to 
the State Firemen’s League Meeting, and pay for 
any tickets that they have to buy. 
October 5, 1953: A motion to postpone the read-
ing of the minutes of the meeting was made and 
seconded and continues to this day.
May 1, 1955: MM&S that the Co. have a Ladies 
Auxiliary, so voted. 
May 1, 1955: MM&S to purchase a Resuscitator, 
$377.00. 
May 1, 1955: MM&S to bring remarks on expan-
sion to the Commissioners. 
June 5, 1955: The Fire Dept. will not pay expenses 
of delegates to the State Firemen’s League. 
January 8, 1955: The company talked about hav-
ing radios in the trucks and the station. 
June 3, 1956: Harlod Potter reported that we have 
a popcorn machine coming. And Raymond Cahill 
talked about a Rescue Truck which would cost 
about $4,000. 
June 3, 1956: MM&S to purchase radios and to 
have special times and events to pay for them. 
June 3, 1957: The subject of a dry hydrant was 
discussed. 
July 1957: Richard Chretien was hired to clean the 
grounds and mow the lawn. 
October 6, 1957: Olvila St. Pierre and Jack Mad-
erville were added to the building committee. The 
cost to build the addition will be about $3,500. 
June 1, 1959: MM&S that the company pay up to 
$10. for expenses of the Northern Delegate. 
June 1, 1959: MM&S that we have a fi eld day Sun-
day, September 13, 1959. 
September 14, 1959: The net income of the 1st 
Annual Field Day $1,408.22
January 2, 1960: MM&S to seek more information 
toward the purchase of the Oakland Triangle. All 
information to be brought back at the next meeting. 
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OAKLAND-MAPLEVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT

BITS & PIECES FROM YESTERYEARS
May 2, 1960: MM&S that John Pomfret, Rene Lapi-
erre, Archie Messier and Harold Potter be a commit-
tee to buy a Rescue Truck.

Dec. 5, 1960: John Aylward said that no Offi cer of 
the District or Company can give anyone permission 
to take a shower.

Feb. 5, 1962: MM&S to buy a generator for $348,50.

Oct. 7, 1963: Ed Bertholic, Ray Balcom and George 
Pichette went to RI Firefi ghting Academy in Newport.

Jan. 6, 1964: Harold Potter said that the Radio 
Equipment is now in operation.

Jan. 6, 1964:  MM&S to have the secretary call the 
General Electric sales manager, Mr. Morrisson and 
inquire about purchasing one Mobile Radio for $490 
and fi nance another Mobile Radio if possible.

April 6, 1964: Application for membership, Francis 
Berthiume, to take the usual course of action. MM&S 
to put on a committee to build a trailer. Ray Balcom, 
Ed Bertholic, Roger Walker and Paul Carriere.

Sept. 5, 1969: The shortest meeting on record lasted 
only 8 minutes.

June 4, 1972 Booth building committee included Jay 
Pafundi, Andy Clay, Henri Provencher, George Bar-
ber, Mike Fallon, Dave Balcom, Mike and Paul Cahill.

July 1, 1973: Everyone was reminded to keep 
clothes out of the shower.

Oct. 7, 1973: MM&S to let wives go free. (For an 
explanation, ask Danny Mulligan.)

Nov. 4, 1973 MM&S to pave the back of the station.

Jan. 3, 1973: MM&S that we buy safety belts for the 
new Engine 1 and the Dodge.

Feb. 18, 1974: Chief Bertholic announced his of-
fi cers: Deputy, Mike Cosetta; Captain, Steve Fitts; 
1st Lieut., Larry Henault; 2nd Lieut., Barry Guston; 
Chief Engineer, George Mathewson; Asst. Engineers, 
Francis Chartier, Luke Quigley, Albert Marcoux. 

Feb. 18, 1974 MM&S to put on a committee to check 
into tone alert radios. Ed Bertholic, Brayton Rounds, 
Dave Gamache and Rick Lapierre.

Mar. 3, 1974: Chief Bertholic was given $1,000 to 
go to the District to get matching funds to purchase 
home alerting receivers.

July 6, 1975: MM&S that the Department give 
$1,000 to the district towards the purchase of Glen-
dale Engine 2, subject to voter approval at the Dis-
trict Meeting.

Aug. 3, 1975: MM&S to enter a fl oat in the Pas-
coag 75th Anniversary Parade. The committee shall 
consist of Chief Bertholic, David Archambault, Gene 
Hebert, David Gamache and Richard Mulligan.

May 4, 1980: The Oakland-Mapleville 50th anniver-
sary committee will consist of Chief Bertholic, Steve 
Fitts, Mike Cosetta and Dave Gamache.

June 7, 1981: MM&S to form a Testimonial for Ed 
Bertholic. Richard Lapierre, Mike Cosetta, Gene 
Hebert.

Aug. 13, 1981:  Testimonial will be held on October 
11 at the Columbus Club.

June 6, 1982: All members were asked to attend 
the wake and funeral of Eugene Pichette. MM&S 
to award the Overall Trophy in memory of Eugene 
Pichette at the Field Day.

Sept. 12, 1982: MM&S to deposit $2,000 in a high-
interest account to be used for the 50th Anniversary.

Oct. 3, 1982: MM&S to set aside a sum suffi cient to 
honor Terry Medberry, who is approaching 30 years 
in the company.
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OAKLAND-MAPLEVILLE

FIRE DISTRICT OFFICERS
1984

CLERK
Richard Lapierre

TAX ASSESSORS
Maynard Ames

George Parenteau
Oscar Greene

MODERATOR
Richard Bishop

TREASURER
James Cahill

TAX COLLECTOR
Albert Lapierre

COMMISSIONERS
Ted Hebert, Sr.
Joseph Misunas
Thomas Demers

1934 AHRENS-FOX
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OAKLAND-MAPLEVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT
1984

RESCUE CAPTAIN
William Latendresse

CAPTAIN
Paul Cahill

CHIEF
Michael J. Cosetta

DEPUTY CHIEF
Richard Lapierre

FIREFIGHTERS
Ed Bertholic, Retired Chief

Gene Hebert
Emile Jacquart

Richard Mulligan
Kevin Pepler
Kevin Henault

Richard Lamothe
John Machacz

Thomas Lafl amme, Jr.

William Glidden
Robert Bertholic

Edward Bertholic, Jr.
Eric Jacquart
David Nobles

Rodney Dubois
Terry Medberry, Honorary Chief

John Mousseau
Roger Levesque

David Gamache
LIEUTENANTS
Joseph Bertholic Warren Steere

CHIEF ENGINEER
Steve Fitts

ASST. ENGINEERS
 Paul Paquette Marc Frigon

ON MILITARY LEAVE OF ABSENCE
Mike Hebert, USN
John Cahill, USAF
Val Miccucci, USN

Joseph Henault, USAF
Paul Gallant, Jr., USN



Mapleville Store Badly 
Damaged By Fire JULY 1984
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OAKLAND-MAPLEVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT
Charter Granted
JANUARY, 1934

Building Completed
DECEMBER, 1934

Pumper No. 1
PUT IN SERVICE-JANUARY 7, 1935

TYPE-AHRENS FOX MODEL VL
500 GAL. PER MIN.

HERCULES ENGINE
GEAR RATIO ENGINE TO PUMP

2 to 1 and 3.75 to 1
130 GAL. BOOSTER TANK

OAKLAND-MAPLEVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT 1937
Left To Right: In Seat Frank Cavanaugh, Deputy Chief Jack Aylward, President John Maher, John Viherek, Charles Goodrow, Jack Mandeville, Chief Adelbert Reynolds, Deputy 
Chief Pete Trinque, Ray Balcom Sr., Joe Latendresse, Archie Messier, Leo Bilodeau. 2nd Row: Harold Smith, Armand Lapierre, Leon Latailie, John Polacek, Leo Lee, Asst. Eng. 
Gene Trinque, Captain Howard Quigley, Chief Eng. Ed St. Pierre, Al Langlois. 3rd Row: Joe Lavallee, Treasurer Ralph Caswell, 1st Lieut. Chet Reynolds.



OAKLAND-MAPLEVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT
Building Completed
DECEMBER, 1934

Emergency First Aid Station
NOVEMBER, 1936

Ladder No. 1
PUT IN SERVICE-JANUARY 1, 1937

180 FT. OF LADDERS
TYPE - U40 BARTON FIRE PUMP

400 GAL. PER MIN.
CONTINENTAL ENGINE

300 GAL. BOOSTER TANK

OAKLAND-MAPLEVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT 1937
Left To Right: In Seat Frank Cavanaugh, Deputy Chief Jack Aylward, President John Maher, John Viherek, Charles Goodrow, Jack Mandeville, Chief Adelbert Reynolds, Deputy 
Chief Pete Trinque, Ray Balcom Sr., Joe Latendresse, Archie Messier, Leo Bilodeau. 2nd Row: Harold Smith, Armand Lapierre, Leon Latailie, John Polacek, Leo Lee, Asst. Eng. 
Gene Trinque, Captain Howard Quigley, Chief Eng. Ed St. Pierre, Al Langlois. 3rd Row: Joe Lavallee, Treasurer Ralph Caswell, 1st Lieut. Chet Reynolds.
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to Chester Corey and the Bargain Buyer,
who, since the 1970’s has been a great friend and advisor in
matters of advertising for our Fire Prevention Programs, Our

Annual Musters and both our 50th and 75th Anniversary Books.

Your friendship, generosity and community spirit will always be 
remembered.

Oakland-Mapleville Fire Department
Joseph E. Bertholic, Chief

     A Big

Thank You
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OAKLAND-MAPLEVILLE FIRE DEPT. PAST OFFICERS

YEAR
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009

PRESIDENT
Warren Steere
Richard Lapierre
Joseph Bertholic
Edward Bertholic, Jr.
Eric Jacquart
Willian Glidden
Daniel Reilly
Ronald Duquet
David Reilly
David Rouleau
Chad Steere
William Williams
Leo Dunn
Grant Fournier
Paul Arnold
David Reilly
Troy Phillips
Joseph Marcello
John Wheller, Jr
Kristian Laferriere
Elise Palladini
Elise Palladini
Leo Dunn
Richard Jalette
Gerald DesRoches

VICE PRESIDENT
Richard Lapierre
Marc Frigon
Edward Bertholic, Jr.
Eric Jacquart
Willian Glidden
Daniel Reilly
Ronald Duquet
David Reilly
David Rouleau
Chad Steere
William Williams
Leo Dunn
Grant Fournier
Paul Arnold
Joshua Silvia
Troy Phillips
Joseph Marcello
John Wheller, Jr
Kristian Laferriere
Elise Palladini
Kimberly Wheeler
Kimberly Wheeler
Richard Jalette
Gerald DesRoches
John Wheeler, Jr.

SECRETARY
David Nobiles
Richard Lamonthe
Richard Lamonthe
Richard Lamonthe
Richard Lamonthe
Richard Lamonthe
Richard Lamonthe
Richard Lamonthe
Richard Lamonthe
Richard Lamonthe
Leo Dunn
Joseph Bertholic
Joseph Bertholic
Steven St. Pierre
David Bourbonniere
Jennifer Richards
Jennifer Richards
Jennifer Richards
Leo Dunn
Leo Dunn
Leo Dunn
Leo Dunn
David Bourbonniere
Leo Dunn
Leo Dunn

TREASURER
Wiliam Latondresse
Ronald Duquet
Ronald Duquet
Ronald Duquet
Deborah Bertholic
Deborah Bertholic
Deborah Bertholic
Deborah Bertholic
Wain Wyatt
Wain Wyatt
Wain Wyatt
Steven St. Pierre
Margaret Sormanti
Margaret Sormanti
William Williams
William Williams
Michael McGrane
Michael McGrane
Michael McGrane
Michael McGrane
Michael McGrane
Michael McGrane
Michael McGrane
Michael McGrane
Michael McGrane

THE NEXT
25 YEARS
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JULY
1984



JA
NU

AR
Y

19
85



JULY 1984



4 Surviving Fire Chiefs
At Banquet In 1984

From Left To Right: Ray Balcom, Chester Reynolds, Edward Bertholic, Mike Cosetta



JUNE 1984
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In Recognition of

Ellsworth Steere
and

Warren Steere

The Oakland/Mapleville
Fire Department and Fire District

wish to express our sincere gratitude to
Ellsworth and Warren Steere

for their extraordinary donation of land required for
the construction of a much needed new Fire Station.

Their dedication and devotion to the town will continue 
to be an inspiration to the people of our community.

Presented by the members
of the Oakland/Mapleville

Fire Department and Fire District
May 2004



$15,000 Blaze damages section
Of Mapleville church

OCTOBER
1985



OCTOBER 1992

1988



SEPTEMBER 1991
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Authorties search rubble for cause of Oakland fire

APRIL 1993



MAY 1995



LANDMARK MILL “TORCHED”

OCTOBER
2006
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JANUARY
1997
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1999
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OAKLAND-MAPLEVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT

BITS & PIECES FROM YESTERYEARS
June- 84 Directive from Operating Committee to cease 
the sale of beer in the station.

July- 84 50th Anniversary banquet held at Wright’s 
Farm; well attended.

Aug- 87 Promotions Joe Bertholic- Captain; Ron 
Duquet- Rescue Captain; Warren Steere- Lieutenant; 
Edward Bertholic, Jr.- Lieutenant; Andy Glasko- Engineer.

Aug- 90 $1,500.00 to purchase new fryolators.

Sept- 91 Committee- Edward Bertholic, Rick LaPierre, 
Steve Fitts to look into possibility of buying the Oakland 
Triangle.

Mar- 94  Air bags put into service.
William Williams promoted to Rescue Lt.

May- 94 Sold food at Foster Old Home Days.

Jan- 96 Purchased a plaque for Leo “Spike” Lee, Jr. 
retirement.

Jan- 98 Bought black jackets for members.

Mar- 98 New patches. Sold Old E-11 to Lincolnville, KS. 
Glendale District divided between OMFD, Harrisville, FD. 
Ice sled purchased.

Apr- 98 New E-11 in service.

Sept- 98 Burrillville Arts Festival food booth.

Dec- 98 Purchased new oven for station.

Jan- 00 Mike Cosetta retires.

June- 00 Steere family donated land at 46 Oakland 
School Street for new fi re station.

Dec- 00 Honorary Chief Terry Medberry passed away.

Aug- 01 Town-wide radio-box system online.

Sept- 01 Sportsmanship trophy in honor of Terry Medberry.

Sept- 01 World Trade Center attacked. 343 Firefi ghters 
perished.

Nov- 01 Fuel for vehicles at DPW.

Jan- 02 Purchased fi rst Thermal Imaging  Camera. 
Reviewed by-laws.

Feb- 02 Brick purchased for Terry Medberry.

Feb- 03 Rescue 1 responded to West Warwick for Sta-
tion Nightclub fi re.

Mar- 02 Nasonville Fire Dept. donated an aluminum 
boat to our department. Burrillville FF Athletic Assoc. 
presented a banner to Mrs. Pichette to honor her son 
Eugene.

Jun- 02 Engine 12 attended air show at Hanscom AFB, 
Bedford, MA.

Nov- 02  Moved into new station Thanksgiving weekend.

Jan- 03  Structure fi re 435 Snake Hill Rd. Saved struc-
ture.

Apr- 03 Bought memorial stone to put in front of station.

July- 03 Thank you letter from Woonsocket Fire Chief 
and Captain Finnley expressing their appreciation for 
June 26th mill fi re response.

Nov- 03 Troy Phillip, Kristian Laferierre, Jerry Desro-
ches all passed EMT-B

Apr- 04 Memorial brick for Firemen’s
Memorial Park in Harrisville.

Nov- 04 Engine 12 put back in service after retrofi t.

Feb- 05 Started banquets with Nasonville Fire Dept.

July- 05  Per Diem started.

Mar- 06 Bought brick for Jigger Reynolds

Apr- 07 Congrats to members who assisted on deliver-
ing a baby girl on Maureen Circle. Stork Pins awarded 
and stork placed on Medic 1.

Nov- 07 Chief Edward Bertholic awarded the Lifetime 
Achievement Award from RISFL.



MAY 1998



JANUARY 2000
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FEBRUARY 26, 2003
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2003
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1998 Engine 11 Ready To Leave For Lincolnville, KS



Front Row: L-R Jim Hearn, Eric Rouleau, Bill Latendresse, Rob Bertholic, Mike Polacek, Paul Cahill, David Rouleau, Emile Jacquart.
Back Row L-R Troy Phillips, Ed Bertholic Jr., David Reilly, Scott Phillips, Kevin Henault
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OAKLAND-MAPLEVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT
2009

RESCUE CAPTAIN
William Williams                   

FIRE CAPTAIN
Warren Steere

CHIEF
Joseph Bertholic

DEPUTY CHIEF
Joseph Marcello

FIREFIGHTERS
Edward Bertholic, Chief Emeritus

Rebecca Bertholic
William Smith

Andrew Bennett
Peter Sawyer
Krystle Poirier

LIEUTENANTS

ENGINEERS
John Wheeler       Gerald Desroches

Troy Phillips      Leo Dunn       Richard Jalette      Michael McGrane

 Jamison Delgizzi
John Trottier

William Williams
Aaron Doughty
Jason Gomes
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OAKLAND-MAPLEVILLE
FIRE DISTRICT OFFICERS

2009

CLERK
Peter Leone

TAX ASSESSORS
Alice Lavigne

Michael Cosetta
Albert Lavigne

MODERATOR
Robert L’Esperance

TREASURER
Patricia St. Pierre

TAX COLLECTOR
Doris Beaulieu

COMMISSIONERS
Thomas Demers
Edward Bertholic

Eric Jacquart

Left: Commissioner Larry Henault, Right: Joseph Bertholic In Front of Engine 3 - Circa Early 90’s
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2009 FIRE OFFICERS: Sitting Chief Emeritus Edward Bertholic, Back Row L-R Engineer-John Wheeler,
Lt. Troy Phillips, Capt. Warren Steere, Deputy Chief Joseph Marcello, Chief Joseph Bertholic, Rescue 
Capt. William Williams, Lt. Richard Jalette, Engineer Gerald Desroches. Missing Lt. Leo Dunn and Lt. 
Michael McGane

2009 FIRE DEPT.: 1st Row L-R William Smith, Dep. Chief Joseph Marcello, Chief Joseph Bertholic,
Chief Emeritus Edward Bertholic, Rebecca Bertholic; 2nd Row L-R Aaron Doughty, Engineer Gerald 
Desroches, Capt. Warren Steere, Lt. Troy Phillips, Rescue Capt. William Williams, Lt. Richard Jalette, 
Engineer John Wheeler; 3rd Row L-R: Jamison Delgizzi, Andrew Bennett, Krystle Poirier, Jason Gomes, 
William H. Williams, Peter Sawyer, Jonathon Trottier. Missing Lt. Leo Dunn & Lt. Michael McGane
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ENGINE 13
1992 International Cab And Chassis And A 750 GPM 
Front End Pump With New Upgraded Body By East 

Coast Fire Rescue In 2004

FORESTRY-1
1963 Military 2 1/2 Ton State Surplus Forestry Truck 
With 1200 Gallon Water Tank And A Diesel 300 GPM 

Pump In Rear Compartment

RESCUE-1
1999 Ford Horton, Currently Running As A Reserve

Rescue And Back-up To Medic-1

MEDIC-1 - A 2007 Ford Osage

RESCUE-14
1986 Chevy With A Front Line Body That Was 

Replace By Rescue-1

FORESTRY-1
Before Change Over To Current Brush-1 In 2008

CHIEF’S VEHICLE
1999 Chevroelt Blazer

TRUCK-1
A 2005 GMC 4 Wheel Dr., 4 Dr. Cab
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OAKLAND-MAPLEVILLE NEW FIRE STATION

Air Supply Trailer Purchased With A National Fire 
Grant For $75,000, Has Air Compressor And Cascade 
System To Fill SCBA Bottles And A 12KW Generator.

BRUSH-1
1977 Dodge Federal/State Surplus Truck 
Equipped By OM Firefighters With 250 GPM 
Portable Pump And 180 Gallon Booster Tank

ENGINE 11
1998 International/Farrar, 1250 GPM Pump, 
2500 Gallon Water Tank

ENGINE 12
1977 International/Farrar With Upgraded Body In 
2004 By East Coast Fire & Rescue, 1250 GPM 

Pump, 1000 Gallon Water Tank, Reel With 3000 ft. 
4” Supply Hose
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In Memory Of Edmond J. LaVallee
Charter Member 1935-1950 Tenure Ladder Truck Driver

With Love

Art LaVallee, Lt. Retired RI State Police
& Loving Wife JoAnn
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Congratulations.....

To All The Men And Women Of The Oakland-Mapleville 

Fire Dept. Who Graciously Gave Their Time And Tal-

ent, In Good Weather And Bad, At All Times Of The 

Day And Night, To Answer The Call To Aid A Neigh-

bor In Need, For The Last 75 Years. You Are The Spir-

it And Voice Of The True Volunteer In The Community 

And Nation. A Noble Breed Indeed! 75 Years Of Great 

Friendship And Memories!

Former Chief Michael J. and Veronica S. Cosetta
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Congratulations on 75 Years of  Service

      To The Volunteers Firefighters Of  Oakland/Mapleville, 
It Is Your Turn To “Take A Bow” And Our Turn To Say 
“Thank You!”
     Thank You For Taking Your Time To Respond To Fires, 
Accidents, Medical Assists, And False Alarms.
     A Very Special Thank You, For Sponsoring The Muster 
Every Year. An Event That Starts With The Town’s Fire 
Truck Parade, And Neighbors And Families Sharing The 
Day.
     We Are Very Fortunate To Have Such Dedicated Men 
And Women Serving Our Community.

With Deep Appreciation, From All Of  Us At George’s Auto
George, Rena, Vin, Joe, Tabatha, Al, Alison & Damon 



1934   75th Anniversary    2009



1934   75th Anniversary    2009



1934   75th Anniversary    2009

GEOFF GAEBE

Addieville East Farm, Inc.
200 Pheasant Drive, Mapleville, Rhode Island 02839

Tel. (401) 568-3185 • Fax (401) 568-3009

Email: addieville@wildblue.net        www.Addieville.com

Congratulations
To All The Men & Women Of The
Oakland-Mapleville Fire Dept.

On Your 75th Anniversary
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J.D.M. SUPPLY CO.
PIPE • VALVES • FITTINGS

846 BRONCO HIGHWAY, MAPLEVILLE, RI 02839
JIM GOUIN • MIKE GOUIN

(401) 568-9155 • FAX (401) 568-4807

Congratulations..........
Oakland-Mapleville Fire Dept

On 75 Years Of Service
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Congratulations!!

Joel D. Jillson Fire Chief

NORTH SMITHFIELD 
FIRE & RESCUE
SERVICES, INC

1470 PROVIDENCE PIKE
NORTH SMITHFIELD, RI 02896

VOICE (401) 762-1135
FAX (401) 769-2788

Jillson@NSFD.nexcoxmail.com
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Congratulations from

ADLER CONSTRUCTION INC.
604 PUTNAM PIKE, GREENVILLE, RI 02828
TEL. 401-949-2727 FAX; 401-949-3573

www.ADLERBROS.com
EXCAVATION/ALL PHASES OF GENERAL SITE DEVELOPMENT

Stone - Loam - Gravel - Fill - Pick-up or Delivered

Congratulations On 75 Years Of Dedicated 
Service To Your Community

North Smithfield Professional Firefighters
Local 3984
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FAMILY RESTAURANT & FUNCTIONS
1992 Victory Highway (Route 102) Glendale, RI 02826

(401) 568-6996
Email: Bella Restaurant@msn.com

www.bellarestaurantandbanquet.com
Sarah Calapai, Banquest Coordinator/Office Manager

Congratulations from
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Congratulations
On 75 Years Of Service

Oakland-Mapleville
Fire Department

Townsmen Club

Oakland-Mapleville Fire Department
Congratulations on Your 75th Anniversary

Harrisville Hose Co. #1
“Loyal To Our Duty”

“To our brothers and sisters - that you always go home safe!”

Norman “Chuck” Mainville
Safety Officer

Norman “Chip” Mainville
Rescue Captain
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Brown Funeral Homes, Inc
Elaine DiPardo - Robert G. Brown - John Lalumiere -- Danny Jordan

Main Office: 1496 Victory Highway, Oakalnd, RI 02858

Telephone 401-568-5500 401-762-5508 401-762-3746

EDIDIO DiPARDO
in 

WOONSOCKET

BROWN
in 

BURRILLVILLE

KEENE
in 

NORTH SMITHFIELD

Congratulations from
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THE OAKLAND-MAPLEVILLE FIRE DISTRICT OPERATING COMMITTEE 
CONGRATULATES THE OAKLAND-MAPLEVILLE FIRE DEPT. ON 75 YEARS 
OF DEDICATED AND UNSELFISH SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY & TOWN!

Robert L’Esperance, Peter Leone, Patricia St. Pierre, Alice Lavigne,
Mike Cosetta, Albert Lavigine, Doris Beaulieu

Congratulations from

Serio’s Pizzarama
& Restaurant

405 Church Street, Pascoag, RI
We Specialize In Seafood & Pizzas

FULL SERVICE CATERING ALSO AVAILABLE
401-568-7187 or 401-568-9179

Your Host: Jim Ponte
Closed Mondays Open Tues. thru Sun. 7:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M.
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Congratulations on 75 Years of Dedicated Service
Wishing You Well For Many More Years!!

from your friends at

Harrisville Hose Co. #1
“Loyal To Our Duty”

Congratulations To The
Oakland-Mapleville

Fire Department
On Their 75th Anniversary

FROM THE

BARBER FAMILY
Proud to have 5 generations of Volunteer Firefighters



1934   75th Anniversary    2009
Congratulations

Why would you purchase oil or heating service 
form other companies when your neighbor just 
down the street provides excellent service and oil 
prices?

GLENDALE
OIL SERVICE

568-5450

BE SAFE WITH OMFD

Congratulations from
CWS Gases

Cranston Welding Supply Co.
Since 1946

1425 Park Avenue
Cranston, RI 02920
Tel. 401-942-4411

1-800-892-8300
Fax 401-275-5799

www.cranstonwelding.com

Best
Wishes

from
Chief Emertitus

Edward “Ted” Gartland
and

Sue Gartland

Congratulations On 75 Years
Of Service To The residents Of The 
Oakland-Mapleville Fire District!!

“A Volunteer Firefighter is defined by courage, 
honor, strength, endurance, brotherhood,

commitment, love of the community, and putting 
your family life aside to help others in need.”

The Men and Women (Past, Present and Future)
of the Oakland-Mapleville Fire Department

live up to this definition each and every time
that they answer the alarm. I am proud to be

a part of this ongoing tradition.

Thank You to all who have given to their community!

Best Wishes

Joseph, Maureen, Erica, Ashley,
Kathryn and Joey Bertholic
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Congrats O.M.F.D

PASCOAG
AUTO PARTS

26 South Main Street, Pascoag, RI 02859
(401-568-2521 - fax (401) 568-3330

Pascoag@mawdi.com
Ronald G. Parenteau, Store Manager

Congratulations from

EAST COAST
FIRE & RESCUE

“HOME OF THE GOOD DEAL”

47 Terry Lane, Chepachet, RI 02814
Phone & Fax (401) 568-6005

Best Wishes
Stay Safe

Mike & Brenda Gingell
Jim & Stacy Richard

Chris & Amanda Piccardi

SUPPLY COMPANY INC
SOLVING PROBLEMS, SERVIING PEOPLE

153 CLINTON ROAD
STERLING, MA 01564
TEL.: 866-422-3560
FAC: 978-422-9621

CELL: 978-815-2451
CPOIRIER@FIREMATIC.COM

R.I. NH-ME
AND EASTERN MASS



Congratulations
On Your 75 Years Of Service 

To The Community!

Best of Luck For Many More 
Years To Come

Pascoag Fire Dept. 
Hose Co. #2
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In Loving Memory Of Former 
Rescue Captain

Roger P. Walker
Marie, Linda, Paul & Bethany

Pascoag Fire Hose Company #1
Congratulates

Oakland-Mapleville Fire Department
On 75 Years Of Loyal And Dedicated 

Service To The Community!!!
We Look Forward To Working With

You For Many Years To Come!!

FRIENDS

LAWRENCE BROS. HARDWARE

MRS IRENE NOLDA

MRS. KATHERINE ADAMS

ALIZA & DEVON RICHARD
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DEDICATION

 
 This book is dedicated to the entire membership, both past and 
present, of the Oakland-Mapleville Fire Department. Without the un-
selfi sh devotion of these men and women, the Oakland-Mapleville Fire 
Department would never have become the modern, well-trained and 
active fi re company that it is today. There isn’t a member who hasn’t 
seen one of his fellow fi remen give of his time, talents and even money 
to keep the equipment running and the building in repair. It also takes 
knowledgeable men to pass along the instruction and training that is 
necessary to have one of the most modern and up-to-date volunteer fi re 
departments in existence today. To these men, the volunteer fi remen of 
the Oakland-Mapleville Fire Department, this book is dedicated. 
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A FIREFIGHTERS PRAYER

 When I am called to duty, God
 Wherever fl ames may rage, 
 Give me strength to save some life
 Whatever be its age. 
 Help me embrace a little child
 Before it is too late
 Or save an older person from
 The horror of that fate.
 Enable me to be alert and hear the weakest shout
 And quickly and effi ciently
 To put the fi re out. 
 I want to fi ll my calling and 
 To give the best in me, 
 To guard my every neighbor and 
 Protect his property. 
 And if according to my fate
 I am to lose my life, 
 Please bless with your protecting hand
 My children and my wife. 
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